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One of the difficulties connected with the im.
provement of the condition of the medical profession,
and not the least important in relation to the interests
of a large body of practitioners, is the mode of remu-
neration of the general practitioner. However much
changes, calculated to place the existing institations
on a level with the advanced spirit of the times, may
be required, it is still more necessary that the numer-
ous and highly intelligent class referred to should be
elevated to a position corresponding with their pro-
fessional attainments. The general practitioners have
now almost superseded the mere apothecary, and, at
this time, constitute what may be termed the com-

monality of the profession. They are, for the most
part, deservedly in possession of the confidence of the
public, and cases of severe and dangerous disease
are now entrusted to their care, equally with the
ordinary attacks of sickness, in which the advice of
the physician or surgeon is rarely sought. The
interests of this body of practitioners, in any scheme
of reform which may be adopted, will, therefore,
require special attenition. The existing Apothecaries'
Company, whatever may become of it as a pharma-
ceutic board, has obviously but small claims to exercise
future control over a numerous body of professional
gentlemen, whose educational and general attain-
ments are so superior to those contemplated by the
company as requisite in their own licentiates.
To submit a superior class of men to the rules of

an inferior order, can scarcely be contended for. A
new aculty, college, or incorporation must therefore
be constituted, in which the general practitioners may
be enrolled, and under which their privileges may be
defined, and their interests protected. We believe
that the most efficient general reform of the profession,
and the most desirable which, inder present circum-
stances, can take place, would be the constitution of

such a faculty or college on liberal and comprehensive
principles; the tlhrowing open the Colleges of Phy-
sicians and Surgeons; the converting of the Company
of Apothecaries into a pharmaceutical college; and
the combining the powers of these different bodies in
one general council, a portion of which should consist
of extra-professionial members appointed by, and
connected with, the government.
The main difficulty to be provided for in such a

scheme would be the constitution ofthe newbody. Into
this we have now no intention of entering; bu't the one
pdiiit td which we have alluded, the mode of remune-
ratiah, forms so important a feature in the practical
working of any measure which may hereafter be
adopted, that we are induced to devote a few' obser-
vations especially to this topic. That which at pre-
sent exists is manifestly the very worst that could be
devised. It is equially bad in principle and injurious

in practice. The attempt at obtaining remuneration
for skill, and compensation for valuable time, by a
high charge for drugs or a larger supply of medicines
than the circumstances of the case call for, is a spe-
cies of practical deceit which is equally discreditable
to the practitioner and disadvantageous both to him-
self and the public. This injurious and fraudulent
custom, and the degradation attendant upon it, must
be got rid of; and though the difficulties connected
with its abolition are great, perlhaps more than have
yet been fathomed, we would fain hope that they are
not insurmountable.

Several methods by which the medical attendant
might be remunerated upon less objectionable prin-
ciples, have been at different times suggested, some
of which appear deserving ofmore extended consider-
ation than they have met with. The proposal to
relieve the general practitioner from the mechanical
process of compounding and dispensing medicines,
and to separate altogetlier the practice of pharmacy
from that of medicine, surgery, and obstetrics, is,
perhaps, that which most completely obviates the
main objections urged against the existing modes of
remuneration. It is to be feared, however, that in
country districts it would scarcely be possible to
carry such a proposition into effect. The require-
ments of a thinly scattered population are too limited
to support an express pharmaceutical establish-
ment, and in such cases there appears but little
prospect of providing medicines and other remedial
agents for the inhabitants by any other means than
throughthe medium ofthe residentmedicalpractitioner.
There is, moreover, no sufficient reason why medicines
should not continue to be thus supplied. There is
no actual degradation in the practice of pharmacy;
many of its processes require considerable manual
dexterity, and scientific knowledge of some depth
b&cdcnes necessary to comprehend the principles on
which they are founded. It is the abuses which have
sprung up in connection with it-the charging for
the drug or medicine supplied, at a price often ex-
travagantly high, in relation to its marketable value,
and the estimating the time of the prescriber, and the
far higher qualities of genuine medical attainments,
skill, and experience, at naught, which tend to coni-
vert the supply of medicine, after this manner, into an
extortionate trade, and to lessen the respectability,
and injure the character of the practitioner.
Were the reveries of Hahnemann to prove correct,

and could medicine be administered with effect in the
infinitismal doses of the homcmopathist, nothing would
be more easy than the abolition of all pharmaceutical
establisliments for the dispensing of medicine. The
physician and the general practitioner might then
carry about with them their pocket cabinet of medi-
cinal agents, stored with globules of aconite, of arnica,
of pulsatella, &c., in sufficient quantity, to supply the
wants of itleir patients for an indefinite period; and
it would become as much a matter of couirse for them
to do so, as it now is for the surgeon to cariy hiis
pocket case of inistruments. So far also from any
degradation attaclhing to it-the neatness of the whole
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apparatus, anid the minute accuracy with which the
medicines are divided, and their infinitismal doses
apportioned, would even invest the dispensing of me-
dicinie w%vith an appearance of elegance.
The mere dispensing of medicines, therefore, is in

itself no degradation; it is, as we have before stated,
the sale of them by the general practitioner, as a
means of remuneration for his time and skill, which
is the real source of thc evils felt and complained of.
It is this which converts the profession into the trade;
and, moreover, places the trade itself upon a higher
footing than tllc profession. Does the plan which has
been proposed of making a fair cllarge for the visits,
varying witlh the distance and the condition of the
patient, and supplying the medicines, &c., at the
same cost as the druggist, afford a remedy? We fear
not. The objection might, and by ignorant or illiberal
people would, still be urged in the event of expensive
drugs being required and charged for, that a bill had
beeni made out, and the furnishing of medicines at
the same cost as they can be procured for at the shop
of the druggist or chemist would be virtually con-
vertilng the practitioner, in as far as his own patients
were concemed, into a tradesman of that class.
The existing method of charging for dTugs, &c., at a

high rate, and estimating time and skill as nothing, is,
we repeat, the worst wlhich could possibly be devised.
For the ordinary medical attendant to give up dis-
pensing, would be attended with serious disadvantage,
if not altogether impracticable in country districts,
and, as we believe, ofvery doubtful benefit to the gene-
ral practitioner in large towns and more populous
localities; the making a sufficient charge for attend.
ance, and at the same time supplying medicines at the
current price, though far less objectionable than the ex
isting method, and more capable of being carried out
than the discontinuance of the system of dispensing,
is yet open to the imputations before mentioned. ' ;
Among other methods which might be adopted,

are the furnishing of the necessary.remedial agents,
whatever these may be, without specific charge, the
account being given in accordance with the practice
pursued by many esteemed practitioners, in general
terms for attendance and medicines, and the adopting
of such a scale of remuneration for attendailce only,
as shall cover the average cost of the drugs required.

According to this last method, no charge whatever
would be made for the medicines supplied; but the
fees for attendance might be so regulated, as to pre-
vent actual loss from the neeessity of keeping up the
dispensing department. This is indeed what is ac-
tually (lone in such of the union districts as have
adopted the system of payment per case, and though
we are little disposed to look to union authorities for
anything, either beneficial or honourable in their deal-
ings with the medical profession, we have no objection
to make use of any hints, whether by way of warning
or guidance, to be derived from their methods of pro-
cedure.
The payment per case, then, of the unions, which

include medicine and other appliances, may be taken
as an indication that the payment per visit is capable

of being made an advantagcous and efficient system
of remuneration. In any scale of fees which might be
adopted upon this principle, it is only necessary for
securing a more honourable position to the medical
attendant, that such medicines and appliances should
be included as are saleable articles, and may be pro-
cured elsewhere. Operations of every description
ought to be charged for separately; a comparative
scale for which, similar to the one for attendance
proposed by a correspondent in, a late number of the
Journal, might be drawn up. The details of such a
measure would readily suggest themselves were it
thought desirable to carry it into execution, and it is
unnecessary to allude further to them. The advan-
tages are, that the general practitioner becomes at
once liberated from the trammels of trade; his remu-
neration is derived from the exercise of his professional
talents alone; all competition with the, druggist, as
such, is avoided; his station in society is elevated in
a like proportion, and as he is no longer subjected to
the imputation of mercenary and unworthy motives,
his moral character stands higher in the estimation of
those who have occasion to require his services.

MR. CARMICHAEL ON MEDICAL REFORM.
In our last number, while noticing the views recently

published by Mr. Carmichael on medical reform, we
find that we have misunderstood the sentiments of
that gentleman on one very important poinIt. Mr.
Carmichael's plan does not interfere in any way with
the right of the general practitioner to dispense his
own medicines. Mr. Carmichael, in common with all
who would increase the respectability of the profes-
sion, is desirous that the general practitioner should
be paid for his attendance, but not for his medicines.
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A Case of Aneurism of the Ascending Aorta buretinginto the Right Ventricle. By THos. J. BEcO, Esq.,Lecturer on Surgery at Sydenham College. Com-municated by Dr. ROBERT LEE.
ON examination of this after death, a communiatio4was found to exist between the ventricles. Theanueurismal sac, which resembled the finger of a glove,thlee-fourths of an iuch in length, had burst at its, ex-tremity into the right ve,n,ricle. Th'e author observesupon it as follows:-" It has been questioned whetherthe opening between the aorta and right ventriple wasan original malformation, having the same probableo,rigii as the op,en between the ventr cles, orwhether this is the remains., of an aneurisual s4c;but from the history of the gae, the situations of thqopenings, the extent and nature of the diseasQ foundaround it, being the same Ma is found around otheraneurismal sacs, the latter appears the Most probableconclusion, which is considerably strengthened by areference to the cases detailed by Mr. Thurnam, inthe twenty-third volume of the 'Transactions' of theSociety, and from an examination of the preparation."


